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Stand
Hymn

Of the Father's heart begotten

The Welcome and Bidding Prayer
Sit
Reading
Isaiah 60.1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their
nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought
to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
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The song of the birds – trad.
Catalonian arr. Osma/Holton

Choir

Reading
Matthew 1. 18-25
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about:
his mother Mary was pledged to be married to
Joseph, but before they came together, she was
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous
man and did not want to expose her to public
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But
after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as
your wife, because what is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took
place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the
prophet: ‘The virgin will be with child and will give
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ –
which means, “God with us.”’ When Joseph woke
up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.
But he had no union with her until she gave birth to
a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
Choir

Stille, stille, still – trad. German arr.
Penrose

Hymn

Bethlehem of noblest cities

Choir

Shepherds Farewell – Berlioz
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Reading
Matthew 2. 1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came
to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was
to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and
learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go
and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.
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Hymn

We three Kings

Choir

Then shall a star from Jacob come
forth – Mendelssohn

Reading
Matthew 2. 13-18
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up,
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to
search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by
night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until
the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of
Egypt I have called my son.’
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the
wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed
all the children in and around Bethlehem who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he
had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled
what had been spoken through the prophet
Jeremiah:
‘A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no
more.’
Coventry Carol – trad. 16th century

Choir

4

Hymn

As with gladness men of old

Prayers
ending with
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Stand
Reading

Luke 2. 21-32

After eight days had passed, it was time to
circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived
in the womb.
When the time came for their purification according
to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written
in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be
designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the
Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name
was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, Simeon took
him in his arms and praised God, saying,
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in
peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.’
The Blessing
The Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Hymn

O worship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness

Sit
Organ Voluntary
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Organist: Jonny Davies

