
Biblical References 

Baptism 

Mark 1. 9-11 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying 

out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”‘, John the baptizer 

appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 

people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 

and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 

‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 

the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just 

as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a 

dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.’ 

Acts 2. 13b, 14, 36-41 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, 

‘Let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 

this Jesus whom you crucified.’ Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 

Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 

away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ And he testified with many other arguments 

and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those who welcomed 

his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added to their 

number. 

Acts 8. 26-39 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He 

had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 

prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it 

and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He 

replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 

Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: ‘Like a sheep he was led to the 

slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation 

justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 

The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 

about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to 

him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and 

the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded 

the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water and Philip 



baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the 

eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 

Anointing 

1 Samuel 16. 1-13 

The LORD said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 

over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, or I have 

provided for myself a king among his sons.’ Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 

me.’ And the LORD said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” 

Invite Jesse to the sacrifice and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the 

one whom I name to you.’ Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The 

elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ He said, 

‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 

sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he 

looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the LORD.’ But the LORD said 

to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 

him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD 

looks on the heart.’ Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither 

has the LORD chosen this one.’ Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the 

LORD chosen this one.’ Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 

‘The LORD has not chosen any of these.’ 

Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he 

is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until 

he comes here.’ He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 

handsome. The LORD said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ Then Samuel took the horn of 

oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon 

David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Luke 4. 16 – 21 

When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 

sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given 

to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is 

upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim 

the year of the Lord’s favour.’ And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 

down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

Light 

John 8. 12 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk 

in darkness, but will have the light of life.’ 

Matthew 5. 14-16 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it 

under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, 



let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father in heaven.’ 
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