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STRUCTURE 

The people and the priest 

• greet each other in the Lord’s name 

• confess their sins 

• are assured of God’s forgiveness 

• keep silence and pray a Collect 

• proclaim and respond to the word of God 

• pray for the Church and the world 

• exchange the Peace 

• prepare the altar 

• pray the Eucharistic Prayer 

• break the bread 

• receive Holy Communion 

• depart with God’s blessing 

 

Prayer of Preparation before the Eucharist 

Let the just rejoice, for their justifier is born. 
 

Let the sick and infirm rejoice, for their saviour is born. 
 
Let captives rejoice, for their redeemer is born. 
 

Let slaves rejoice, for their master is born. 
 
Let free people rejoice, for their liberator is born. 
 
Let all Christians rejoice, for Jesus Christ is born!                          

St. Augustine of Hippo 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

A minister may call the people to worship with the prayer of 
preparation from page 2 

A processional hymn may be sung     

Please stand 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

The Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and also with you. 

Prayers of Penitence 

The sun of righteousness has dawned with healing in his wings.   
Let us come to the light of Christ, confessing our sins in penitence 
and faith. 

Silence is kept 
 
God our Father, 
you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Jesus our Saviour, 
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Spirit of Love, 
your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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Absolution 

May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

The Collect 

 

Please sit 

Readings 

At the end of each lesson the reader says 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand 
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A gradual hymn may be sung 

The Holy Gospel 

Alleluia… 
Alleluia… 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory.                                                     cf John 1.14 

Alleluia… 

 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

At the end 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please sit 

Homily or Nativity Play  
 

Please stand 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Please kneel or sit 

Prayers of Intercession 

These or other intercessions are offered 

Let us pray to our incarnate Lord, 
who has brought us out of darkness 
and into his own marvellous light. 
 
Christ born for us, 
Son of God given for us: 
help us to know you, 
to worship and to serve you … 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Wonderful counsellor, 
you order all things with your wisdom: 
help the Church to reveal the mystery of your love 
and fill her with the Spirit of truth … 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Mighty God, 
the government is on your shoulders: 
guide the leaders of the nations 
and bring in your kingdom of justice and righteousness …  
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Everlasting Father, 
you call us to live together in unity: 
protect by your mercy all your children, 
bless our families and renew our communities … 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Prince of peace, 
you bring reconciliation through the cross: 
by your healing power give to all who suffer … 
your gift of wholeness and peace. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, 
Son of the Father, 
full of the Spirit, 

hear our prayer, 
receive our praises, 
fill our lives.  Amen. 
 

Please stand 

The Peace 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.                           Isaiah 9.6 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

An offertory hymn may be sung 

 

Preparation of the Altar 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

Blessèd be God, 
by whose grace creation is renewed, 
by whose love heaven is opened, 
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 
Blessèd be God for ever. 

 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For he is your living Word; 
through him you have created all things from the beginning, 
and formed us in your own image. 

Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, 
giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross; 
you raised him from the dead 
and exalted him to your right hand on high. 
Through him you have sent upon us 
your holy and life-giving Spirit, 
and made us a people for your own possession. 

And now we give you thanks 
because, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
he took our nature upon him 
and was born of the Virgin Mary his mother, 
that being himself without sin, 
he might make us clean from all sin. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
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he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Please kneel or sit 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,  
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break the bread of life,  
and that life if the light of the world 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

Giving of Communion 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
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An anthem and communion hymn may be sung 

Baptised and communicant members of other Christian churches 
are welcome to receive Holy Communion;                                                       
and all are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing 

 

Prayer after Communion 

The post communion prayer is said, followed by 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 

 

Brief Notices 
 
 

Please stand 

Blessing and Dismissal 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

Go in the peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

A recessional hymn may be sung 

The ministers and people depart 
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